
1

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

• Easter Greetings from the OFM Minister 
General, p. 5

• Laguna Pueblo Celebrates Saint Joseph’s 
Day, p. 6

• Friars Mark Lent and Easter, p.7

T H E  F R A N C I S C A N  F R I A R S  O F  O U R  L A DY  O F  G U A D A L U P E  P R O V I N C E
         M A R C H - A P R I L  2 0 2 2       V O L U M E  3 5       N U M B E R  2

R ussia’s February 24th invasion of Ukraine has 
resulted in thousands of deaths and caused more 

than three million people to flee their homeland. The 
war also touched the lives of the Franciscan Friars of the 
Province of St. Michael the Archangel in Ukraine. The 
province has 16 friaries in the country; 65 friars serve 54 
parishes. Some of those parishes are in areas occupied by 
the Russian Army. The friars have housed refugees and 
provided aid to those affected by the war. Father Daniel 
Botvina, minister provincial, reports that “the friars are 
well and have remained with the people, not to abandon 
them.”

From April 10-16, Father Massimo Fusarelli, Minister 
General of the OFM Franciscans, visited Romania, 
Ukraine and Poland. Representing the entire Franciscan 
family--friars, friends and volunteers, Fr. Massimo came 
to listen, welcome and be a sign of solidarity for all those 
suffering the deep wounds of war. 

From April 10-12, the Minister General took part 
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of with a group of international religious leaders for an 
“Interfaith Pilgrimage of solidarity with the Ukrainian 
people.” Their goal was to demonstrate that, in times of 
war and division, believers can and must appeal to the 
highest values of humanity that unite us, and that unite 
all religious faiths. On April 12, the leaders gathered in a 
theatre in Chernivtsi, Ukraine, in the first public event 
allowed at the theatre since the war began. There, they 
heard the testimonies of refugees and prayed with them.

Rabbi Goshen-Gottstein, founder and executive 
director of Elijah Interfaith Institute, a sponsor of the 
pilgrimage, noted that “as far as I know, this is the first 
time ever that an interfaith delegation has undertaken a 
mission of friendship and solidarity, entering a country at 
war. This is all the more remarkable considering the high 
level of the religious representatives.”

Fr. Massimo also visited with friars of the Greek 
Catholic rite and two houses of the friars of the Province 
of St Michael, meeting refugees and those in need of 
assistance. Finally, he concluded his visit in Poland, 
meeting in Kalwaria with the friars and the many refugees 
who have found hospitality there.
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Ukrainian friars remain with their people

Back in March, as the war intensified, Fr. Massimo spoke 
with Fr. Daniel. He “informed me that the friars are well,” 
Fr. Massimo said, “especially in the friary of Konotop,” 
a city northeast of Kyiv, which was initially overrun by 
Russian forces. (In recent days, those forces have 
withdrawn onto Russian territory.) “The [friars] have 
remained there with the people,” he said, “so as not 
to abandon them; and they are safe.”  

Interfaith leaders gather in Chernivtsi, Ukraine, to pray for peace. Father Massimo is in the second row, far left.
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The friar-pastor in 
Konotop, Franciscan Father 
Romuald, described how the 
streets of the city became 
a battlefield, with civilian 
and military vehicles set on 
fire, and numerous victims 
scattered throughout the 
city. The parish immediately 
opened its doors to everyone. 
The friars responded to 
basic needs: a place to spend 
the night or receive a meal, 
but also to offer a word of 
comfort. Most were the 
elderly, women and children 
who suddenly found war on 
their doorsteps.

U.S. friars respond

The war in Ukraine has 
prompted a worldwide response to counter violence and 
bring hope. In a statement issued February 24th, the US-6 
provincial ministers expressed horror “at the unfolding 
violence in Ukraine and the death and destruction 
unleashed on the people of Ukraine. Most often, it is 
the poor, weak, old, and young that pay the highest 
price in times of conflict. We mourn that a nonviolent 
resolution based in diplomacy could not be reached, and 
we applaud the efforts of the United States, Europe, and 
the United Nations in trying to achieve such a solution. 
Unfortunately, Russia’s actions have self-separated it 
from being a legitimate member of the family of nations 
on our globe. Such a tear in a family is always a cause for 
despair.”

The six provincials called for “unceasing prayer and 
nonviolent responses at the international level,” and 
begged U.S. government leaders “to put aside partisan 
differences and find a common response to the conflict.” 
The friar leadership concluded: “The only sustainable path 
forward is rooted in nonviolence and places the need of 
the poor and marginalized first. In the spirit of St. Francis, 
let us ‘begin again’ and make this path by walking it.”

On March 6, friars from St. Peter’s Fraternity in 
Chicago, along with lay members from St. Peter’s and 
Ascension Parish in Oak Park, Illinois, participated in a 
rally organized by the Ukrainian Community of Chicago 

On April 13, Father Massimo took part in an ecumenical prayer for peace in 
Zbarazh, near Ternopil, Ukraine (upper photo). As Holy Week was ending, and 
he was completing his trip, he met with younger and older friars in Kalwari, in 
southern Poland, west of Lviv, Ukraine
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calling for an immediate end to the unwarranted and 
unjust war being perpetrated by Russia. 

In Santa Barbara, California, the friars and novices 
attended a local march for peace to support local 
Ukrainians, joining their prayers with those of the more 
than 350 people who attended. 

European friars welcome refugees

Franciscans in European countries  are aiding refugees 
with food, water and other supplies in their flight from 
Ukraine. Father Jason Welle, an American friar living in 
the San Francisco a Ripa Fraternity in Rome, reported 
how, after the war began, the parish joined many local 
churches in collecting material goods to be shipped 
to refugees fleeing to Poland. “The response was very 
generous, and we sent everything by means of a large 
caravan organized by Caritas,” said Jason. Caritas also is 
working with the local government to receive refugees: 
“Several friaries in the Roman province have made space 
available for one or more families. My community expects 
to house two families.” 

Photos--at top: Friars and novices in Santa Barbara joined a local 
demonstration (photo courtesy of Mark Scroeder, OFM; middle photo: A friar 
in Konotop stands before an destroyed tank. bottom photo, a friar describes a 
school destroyed by Russian bombardment in Zhytomyr, near where the friars 
work. 

HELP KEEP HOPE ALIVE 
IN UKRAINE

https://franciscanmissions.org/help-keep-
hope-alive-in-ukraine/

Donate Today:

Franciscan Missions
P.O. Box 130, Waterford, WI 53185

Phone: 262-383-2428
www.franciscanmissions.org
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To all the Friars Minor, to all the Poor Clare Sisters, to all 
the Conceptionist Sisters, to all Secular Franciscans

Dear Brothers and Sisters, May the Lord give you 
peace!

This year, it is impossible to anticipate and celebrate 
Easter without recalling what is happening in the 
world. The war in Ukraine is terrible because of how 
much the people are suffering, as well as the war’s 
threat to all humanity.

At the same time, unfortunately, we must face the 
reality of so many conflicts globally, such as those in 
Ethiopia and Somalia, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Yemen, 
Haiti, Cuba, Syria, Afghanistan, Congo, Nigeria and 
elsewhere. In several of these places, we Franciscans 
are also present. I cannot overlook the Mediterranean, 
which has long been a place of death for so many.

I hope this Easter wish of mine can help us 
recognize that the world’s Easter takes place within 
the turmoil of history. By this I mean that the struggle 

between the energy of the Resurrection, and the forces that seek to defuse it, is always powerful. And we cannot 
remain neutral in this kind of struggle.

During Lent, we have prepared ourselves to renew on Easter night our baptismal consecration, which marked the 
fundamental choice of our lives, that for Christ the Lord, crucified and risen.

We need to remember that we have been bought at great cost and therefore to whom we belong. At the same time, 
let us not forget that every man, every woman, and every creature, mysteriously are a part of the Lord’s Passover, and 
that we live through the struggles of history, generating that humanity of Christ who conquered sin and death to give 
us the fullness of Life. It is Easter, the immolated and glorious Lamb, who is the last and decisive word in history—and 
not the force of weapons, even the most destructive ones.

….

Mary, who stood by the Cross and waited for the joy of the Resurrection, helps us not to turn our gaze away, but to 
live to the fullest, even in this bitter hour of humanity—so that it may be transformed into the sweetness of Christ’s 
Passover. He is the center of the world and the Lord of history who reigns from the Cross.

….

May the Lord rekindle in us a love for Him through a passion for the torn lives of too many, for the hopes of many, 
especially the young, for justice and reconciliation for all.

With the blessing of St Francis, I sincerely wish everyone a peaceful Easter.

Your brother and servant

Br Massimo Fusarelli, OFM

Minister General

FROM THE 
MINISTER 
GENERAL  

OF THE ORDER OF 
FRIARS MINOR

A Message for Easter 2022 

Father Massimo took this sunset photo in Lviv, Ukraine.



6

“I t’s a day to celebrate Saint Joseph, but also a 
day to celebrate how far we’ve come, Laguna 

Pueblo Governor Martin Kowemy, Jr., said, as the pueblo 
celebrated its patronal feast this past March 19, for the 
first time since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020. “It’s a time that we celebrate with one another, 
and strengthen our faith,” he added. The presence of 
members of the pueblo from other parts of the region, 
along with a modest number of visitors, “tells us we’re 
not alone,” the governor noted.

Pueblo officials arrived at the Franciscan friary before 
the 9 a.m. feast-day Mass to be received by the friars—
Pastor Father Charles McCarthy and Parochial vicar 
Father Chris Kerstiens. The traditional visit was marked 
with coffee and conversation before a brief prayer and 
the procession to the church.

Liturgies had not been permitted in Laguna and its 
villages last year, and into January and February of this 
year, due to the number of the cases of COVID-19. The 
pueblo reopened in March, as cases fell to an acceptable 
level. But on March 19, some restrictions were still in 
place, as visitors had to present proof of vaccination or 
be turned away. 

Nevertheless, both locals and guest filled the 
ancient mission church. Pastor Fr. Charles McCarthy 
spoke of how “We are called to care for our world…in 
its brokenness.” This care mirrors that of St. Joseph for 

AFTER TWO YEARS, 
LAGUNA PUEBLO 
CELEBRATES THE FEAST 
OF SAINT JOSEPH
by Greg Friedman, OFM

Jesus and Mary. We are, he said, “to seek that wholeness 
which the Creator wishes for us.” This comes about as 
“the divine touches the human in community.”

At the conclusion of the Mass, the tribal officials 
and the assembled people made their way to a shrine in 
the plaza, constructed of cedar branches, where statues 
of St. Joseph and the Blessed Mother, carried from the 
church, were placed. The pueblo officers, joined by the 
friars assigned at Laguna, remained present throughout 
the day, as the people presented gifts of food as a sign of 
their respect, to be shared with the community.

Later in the morning public dances in the tradition 
of the Laguna people took place in the plaza. Visitors 
and members of the pueblo were privileged to observe 
the rituals honoring the feast and marking a return to in-
person celebrations in the plaza.

Photos above: (left to right): Lt Gov Ken Tiller (Paguate Village); Governor 
Martin Kowemy (Seama Village); Staff Officer Nick Cheromiah (Laguna Village).  

Photos below: Fathers Chris Kerstiens (L) and Father Charles McCarthy (R).
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Father José-Luis Peralta designed the 2022 Paschal Candle for Holy Family 
Parish.

Father Patrick Schafer preached at the Good 
Friday liturgy at Holy Family Parish;  

Father Andrés Gallegos (seated) assisted.

LENT & EASTER 
WITH THE FRIARS

The friars at Casa 
Guadalupe Friary 
prayed the Way of 
the Cross one evening 
during Lent, at various 
stations around the  
friary
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Father Jerry Plotkowski of the Archdiocese of 
Santa Fe joined the friars’ Easter celebration at 

San Juan Diego Friary.

Several friars made a Good Friday pilgrimage to the shrine 
at Chimayo. Pictured below, from left, Friar José-Manuel 

Mendoza- Jimenez, Father José-Luis Peralta, and guest Jésus 
Heber (photo taken by Erasmo Romero).

The friars of Our Lady of Guadalupe Province gathered at San 
Juan Diego Friary for Easter dinner. Photos—at left above, Father 
Paul Juniet and Brother Gordon Boykin; center, far right: Brother 
Michael Haag and Father Ron Walters; at left, bottom, Father 
Patrick Shafer and his mother, with Brother Duane Torisky.

EASTER WITH 
THE FRIARS



9

April/May 2022

Dear Friend of the Missions,

Rejoice and be glad, for He has risen from the dead! I 
hope that you had a wonderful Easter celebration with 
your loved ones.

Easter is a celebration of New Life and Hope. I 
thought it might be worthwhile to focus this letter 
on our very first mission to the Navajo People.  St 
Michael’s Mission was co-founded by none other 
than Saint Katharine Drexel. She paid a visit to the 
Provincial of the Franciscan Province of St John the 
Baptist in Cincinnati, Ohio, to persuade him to send 
some missionary priests to care for her Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament and their students at the newly built 
St Michael’s Indian School. The first three Franciscans 
arrived at St Michael’s Mission on October 7, 1898. 

I don’t think that the three friar-missionaries 
knew even one word of Navajo but their friendliness 
and willingness to learn won the hearts of the people. 
In a short amount of time, the friars compiled a small 
Navajo dictionary and continued to add new words as 
they learned them. 

The original mission church and friary continue 
to exist as a historical museum which contains many 
artifacts from the early missionaries. In 1902, the 
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament started St Michael’s 
Indian School, providing Catholic education for the 
Navajo people.

The current parish has a membership of about 300 
families which makes it the largest Christian church 
congregation on the Navajo Reservation. Currently 
there are four Franciscans living in the friary and 
ministering to the people. One friar-priest (Edgardo 
Diaz) is serving as the pastor, and another friar (Andrew 
Stettler) has taught this year at St Michael’s Indian 
School. The other friars are retired and in residence at 
the friary. 

St. Michael’s Mission parish is now 124 years young 
and, just like the Easter season, it is celebrating New 
Life. Eight new members received the Sacrament of 
Baptism and a total of 12 were confirmed during the 
recent Easter Vigil services.

As a province, we have walked with the Native 
Americans and Hispanics of the Southwest since 
January 1985. Many of our benefactors have been with 
us from the very beginning and we are humbly grateful 
for the spiritual and financial support that we continue 
to receive from all over the United States.  

In these difficult economic times, it is 
understandable that money is a little “tight” and so 
perhaps the contributions are not as large or as regular 
as you might wish.  You give what you can, and we are 
grateful for your sacrifice. Please don’t ever think that 
you are disappointing us if you can’t contribute. Your 
strong faith is also a powerful witness to me. 

I pray that you are in reasonably good health and 
that your days are filled with laughter. Enjoy the coming 
of spring and the new life all around you. Be assured 
that the friars of our Southwest Franciscan Missions 
continue to pray for you and your intentions daily.

Peace and All Good!
Br. Bruce, OFM
Brother Bruce Michalek, O.F.M.,
Provincial Director of Development,
Our Lady of Guadalupe Province
https://swfranciscans.org/

An Appeal  
FROM BROTHER BRUCE

St. Michael’s Mission Church




